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"l know part of their argument is whether we are spending too much on the death penalty," Flax
said, speaking of death penalty opponents. But she added, "I never thought there should be a price

tag on justice."

Martini is among nine men on New Jersey's death row. No executions were imminent when the
Legislature and then-Gov. Richard J. Codey approved a moratorium on the death penalty in

January until a special commission makes recommendations on whether it should be revised or
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abolished. The panel's report is due by Nov. 15. The last New Jersey execution was in 1963.

David A. Ruhnke, a Montclair-based defense lawyer who opposes the death penalty, said it is

difficult to predict if the U.S. Supreme Court will accept the Martini case.

"It is certainly something that the defense is obligated to pursue," Ruhnke said.

Regarding the state's law, Ruhnke said, "In New Jersey, the climate seems particularly ripe to
abandon our experiment with the death penalty." He questioned whether it has any deterrent value,
asserting that the murder rates has been falling although no one has been executed in the 24 years

it has been on the books.

In 1995, Martini demanded that appeals aimed at keeping him alive be dropped, but he reversed
course in 1999 after an execution date was set. The death warrant was canceled as he pursued

federal appeals.

IAlthough all people sentenced to death are issued a death warrant at sentencing, those lapse
during mandatory appeals. Officials could not recall any other death row inmate besides Martini
getting an execution date after making appeals.
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New Jersey Supreme Court ruling: http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/opinions/supreme/a-36-05.pdf

Subscribe to Newsday home delivery | Article licensing and reprint options

SPONSORED LINKS

Partners: New York News from amNY.com | Long Island Weddings | Parents & Children | WB11 | Star Community Publishing | Tourism - Island Publications | Hoy - News in Spanish

http://www.newsday .com/news/l ocal /wire/newjersey/ny-bc-nj--deathpenalty0729jul 29,0,7823138.story ?col I=ny-region-apnewjersey (3 of 4)08-08-2006 2:36:36 PM


http://www.newsday.com/subscribe/
http://www.tmsreprints.com/forms/reprints/index.html
http://www.quigo.com/adsonaradvertisers.htm
http://www.amny.com/
http://www.newsday.com/weddings/
http://www.newsday.com/community/guide/liparent/
http://www.wb11.com/
http://www.newsday.com/star/
http://www.newsday.com/travel/local/island/
http://www.holahoy.com/

Despite court ruling, NJ execution remains distant - Newsday.com

Classified partners: Shopping: ShopLocal.com | Careerbuilder for jobs | Cars.com for Autos | Apartments.com for rentals | Homescape.com for Homes

By visiting this site, you are agreeing to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. Copyright Newsday Inc.

http://www.newsday .com/news/l ocal /wire/newjersey/ny-bc-nj--deathpenalty0729jul 29,0,7823138.story ?col I=ny-region-apnewjersey (4 of 4)08-08-2006 2:36:36 PM


http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.homescape.com/
http://www.homescape.com/
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/useragreement
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/privacypolicy
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v7/343b/0/0/%2a/i;44306;0-0;0;12927806;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f

	newsday.com
	Despite court ruling, NJ execution remains distant - Newsday.com


	NKEPGACNKEAFMCDEKNLNHMONMLMCAKDL: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: article

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 1
	f2: distance
	f3: 
	f4: [Melville, NY 11747]

	f5: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: [Choose type]
	f2: 

	f3: 




